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conversations" were not reported to the Cabinet. Some even went
to the length of suggesting that Grey and Haldane had deliberately
acted behind the back of the Prime Minister, and it was not until
Carnpbell-Bannerman's " Life " was published that this fiction was
disposed of. The truth is that Campbell-Bannerman was informed
at every stage and that Grey's dispatches describing his interviews
with Cambon were submitted not only to him but to Lord Ripon,
the senior Minister available in London. Evidently Campbell-
Bannerman had intended to summon a Cabinet, for he wrote to Grey
on January 2 asking if either of three dates, the 30th, 3ist, or February
ist, would suit him. No one in after days remembered why this
suggestion fell through, but on February i Grey was summoned from
London by the tragic accident which caused the death of his wife, and
by the time he returned to London the Morocco crisis had passed,
and the Cabinet was thinking of other things.1 In the absence of the
Foreign Secretary, the Prime Minister appears to have postponed, and
perhaps even to have forgotten, the question of the Military Conversa-
tions after it had ceased to be of immediate importance.
The omission loomed large in the minds of some Ministers, but it
is not intrinsically of much importance. It has never been suggested
that, if it had been consulted, the Cabinet could or would have acted
otherwise than Grey did. In his speeches defining the policy of the
new Government the Prime Minister had expressed his warm approval
of the Entente with France, and if even the possibility of war arising
out of that needed to be considered, the " military conversations"
with the cautions attached to them were the minimum that the
interests of both countries required. In later years, when the subject
came formally before the Cabinet, the critics of Grey's policy did not
veto the exchange of views between the Admiralties and War Offices,
but asked simply that the reservations attaching to them should be
repeated and emphasized.
In January, 1906, no reservations could prevent the " military
1 They had now on their hands a short sharp crisis with the Sultan of Turkey,
who had hoisted his flag to the west of the Gulf of Akabah and was putting
in claims which would have dosed the Gulf and brought the Turkish frontier
up to Suez. An ultimatum had to be sent to him, before he withdrew. See
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